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The experience I have gained during the years I have been
in India has taught me the difficulty of getting persons to
unite for any object of this sort; and I have seen many-
cases," as my audience   must  also  have  done, ^where or-
ganizations have  been  enthusiastically started* and   have
faded out when the initial energy was spent.    An organiza-
tion such as I have in mind requires above all things an
energetic Secretary and a competent staff.    It would be a
whole-time job and therefore  they should be adequately
remunerated; but they must also be enthusiasts with a love
both of literature and of justice and inspired with a deter-
mination to see  that  the   members   of   the   organization
are secured the rights which the law gives them.    It is un-
reasonable to expect a young and inexperienced journalist to
fight the proprietor of a wealthy newspaper from which he
hopes to make something of a living; but if a writers' organ-
ization takes up the case on his behalf, even wealthy news-
papers will  soon  learn that honesty will pay them best.
Such an organization might also do much to educate public
opinion, which seems to regard the theft of newspaper articles
as a venial and almost laudable act.    I have suffered from
this attitude myself, and when I have protested the offenders'
only plea was that they had felt sure that I should not nxind.
I do not know if there is a standard form of publisher's
agreement in India, such as is now generally accepted in
England; but the English models are well worth considering
and have stood the test of years.    I agree that the vast area
of India makes the problem a more difficult one than in the
United Kingdom; and it is possible that provincial protective
organizations, linked up with some central body might be
required.   But the slogans which I would advocate for your
adoption are the words "self-help" and "united action."
I do not of course rule out agreements on the subject of re-
muneration and kindred topics between recognized Associa-
tions of newspaper editors or proprietors and publishers on
the one band and organizations of authors and writers on the
other; and sucb agreements would be the most satisfactory
solution of the problem.   I believe that there are newspaper
Associations in India, but I am not sure about the publishers.
A reputable association, whether of newspapers or of pub-